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Infection Control Considerations for Dental Services in Sites 

Using Portable Equipment or Mobile Vans

	Table I. Levels of Anticipated Contact Between Provider and Patients During Oral Health Surveys, Screenings, and Treatment

	
	Anticipated Contact With:

	Level*
	Mucous Membranes (MM)
	Blood or Saliva Contaminated with Blood

	I
	Yes
	Yes

	II
	Yes
	No

	III
	No
	No


 * Adapted from Summers, et al. JADA 1994

Level I 

The provider anticipates contact both with the patient’s mucous membranes and blood or saliva contaminated with blood: for example, during composite placement using an air-water syringe.

Level II 

The provider anticipates contact with the patient’s mucous membranes, but not with blood or saliva contaminated with blood, e.g, during an oral health survey that includes using a mouth mirror and dental explorer, fluoride varnish application or sealants. Use of an air/water syringe, however, would raise risk to a Level I.

Level III

The provider does not expect contact with the patient’s mucous membranes or blood or saliva contaminated with blood, e.g., during an oral health screening limited to a visual inspection of the oral tissues, using a disposable tongue blade or mirror for retraction or an explorer to only check a tooth surface for sealants.
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